
Art Medium Plan - Year Two 
 

DRAWING – Y2 (6 lessons) 

 

Prior Knowledge  National Curriculum Objectives Covered  End of Unit Assessment 

EYFS: 
Look at objects closely and sketch, using little 
light marks, what they can see 
Make line drawings to represent objects (with 
pencils and pens) 
 Y1:  
Draw lines of different shapes and 
thicknesses 
Begin to control the types of marks made 
with the range of media 
Closely observe and sketch using light small 
strokes of a pencil, to create a recognisable 
representation of an object 
Develop a range of tones by shading  
Understand how to use different B pencils to 
create shading 

To use drawing, painting and sculpture to 
develop and share their ideas, experiences 
and imagination 
 
To develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space 
 
Be taught about the work of a range of 
artists, craft makers and designers, describing 
the differences and similarities between 
different practices and disciplines, and 
making links to their own work 

Use pencil techniques to create light and dark 
in drawings 
Show patterns and textures in drawings by 
adding dots and lines 
Use different grades of pencil at different 
angles to show different tones 
Use hatching and cross hatching to show tone 
and texture in drawings 
Apply drawing techniques to observational 
drawings and still life 
Deliberately choose to use particular 
techniques for a given purpose  
 

   

Key Concepts  Links Made 

 

Vocabulary 

KC1 - Experiment and create 
KC4 – Develop Techniques  
KC5 – Knowledge of artists 
 

 Sketching, shading, techniques, hatching, 
cross hatching, stippling, scumbling, varying 
pressure, gradation, layering, blending, 
practise, apply, effect, inspiration, looking 
carefully, light, dark, texture, proportion, 
lines, reflect, improve, still life, composition, 
shadows, shade, arrangement, observational 
drawing, observe, overlap, outline, faint, 
correcting errors, re-draw, depth, detail 
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 Key 
Concept(s)  

Learning 
Intention  

Crucial Knowledge Activities  
  

Resources and Vocab 

DRAWING (6 lessons) 

KC4 – 
Develop 
Techniques 

To explore the 
ways pencils 
can be used 
make different 
marks 

- Name different 
drawing 
techniques 

- Create different 
effects using a 
range of 
techniques 

Recap Y1 drawing techniques – sketching and shading 
 
Introduce children to new pencil and crayon techniques, modelling 
and practising with the children to create a poster of techniques – 
hatching and cross hatching, stippling, scumbling/circling, varying 
pressure, gradation, layering, blending. 
 
e.g.  

 
  

Drawing pencils 
Colouring pencils 
Paper 
 
Vocab 
Sketching, shading, 
drawing techniques, 
hatching, cross hatching, 
stippling, scumbling, 
varying pressure, 
gradation, layering, 
blending 

KC4 – 
Develop 
Techniques 

To practise 
drawing 
techniques 
 

- Practise drawing 
techniques 
demonstrating 
increasing 
capability 

Look at posters children made in previous session and recap different 
drawing techniques. 
 
Children use different drawing pencils and colouring pencils to 
practise and apply their drawing techniques, using the practise 
sheets. Adult model how to use, then children choose which one(s) 
to use 

Drawing pencils 
Colouring pencils 
 
Basic Sheet: 
Line skills 
 
Intermediate sheet: 

file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Line%20skills.pdf
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Shading skills 
 
Extension sheets: 
Pattern copying 
Line skills – own designs 
 
Vocab 
Practise, apply, drawing 
techniques 

KC1 - 
Experiment 
and create 
KC5 – 
Knowledge 
of artists  

To be inspired 
by artists who 
use different 
drawing 
techniques 
 

- Talk about 
artists who used 
different 
drawing 
techniques 

- Create shading 
and texture 
using pencil 
techniques 

Retrieval – in sketchbooks ask children to show different sketching 
techniques e.g. cross hatching, stippling, gradation 
 
Look artists who use some of the techniques from previous lessons.   
 
Children to discuss their thoughts about the pieces: what can you 
see? What techniques have they used? What is the effect of that 
technique? Record their thoughts as appropriate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawing pencils 
Paper 
Fruit 
Drawing techniques 
PowerPoint 
 
Vocab 
Techniques, effect, 
inspiration, looking 
carefully, light, dark, 
shading, texture 

file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Shading%20skills.pdf
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Pattern%20copying.pdf
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Line%20skills-%20own%20designs.pdf
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Drawing%20Techniques.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Drawing%20Techniques.pptx
https://cdn.britannica.com/41/24341-050-DC561751/canvas-oil-La-Grande-Jatte-Georges-Seurat-1884.jpg
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Children use inspiration from the art works to draw a piece of fruit 
using the techniques from previous drawing sessions. Model 
expectations – looking carefully at the fruit, looking for light and 
dark, areas where shading or texture needs to be 
 
e.g. 
 

             
 

KC4 – 
Develop 
Techniques 

To know how 
to draw a 
person 

- Draw a person 
with accurate 
proportions 

- Reflect on own 
learning 

Ask children to draw a picture of a person – give no additional input, 
except to clarify the task. Keep this as their ‘before’ picture 
 
Watch the drawing people (proportion) video, pausing to 
model/clarify and for children to follow. 
 
Compare children’s before and after pictures. Children reflect on the 
improvements and progress they have made. Children write their 
reflections on speech bubbles and stick in books with before and 
after pictures.  
 
Share link to the artist’s YouTube channel on dojo so children can 
practise other drawing skills at home: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/PaulPriestleyart/featured  
 

Video 
Paper 
Drawing pencils 
 
Vocab 
Proportion, lines, reflect, 
improve 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85A_F7_N3t0
https://www.youtube.com/c/PaulPriestleyart/featured
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KC1 - 
Experiment 
and create  
KC4 - 
Develop 
techniques 
 
 

To know how 
to draw a still 
life 
 

- To understand 
the term ‘still 
life’ 

- Explain the 
process an artist 
goes through to 
create a still life 

- To arrange 
objects for a still 
life drawing 

Warm up – give children shading sheet and complete together 
 
Introduce children to still life drawing – observational drawing of 
everyday items, as placed in front of you. Use still life PowerPoint to 
explain the process an artist goes through when creating a still life, 
pausing to clarify and explain. 
 
Children look for objects they could draw as a still life, and work on 
arrangement (leave arrangement slide on the board as a reminder). 
When children are happy with their arrangement, take a photo so 
they can set up again when drawing (with name or face in shot) 
 
*Print photos for children to use in next lesson* 
 

Shading sheet 
Still Life PowerPoint  
Cameras/ipads 
Everyday objects in 
classroom 
 
Vocab 
Still life, composition, 
shadows, shade, 
arrangement 
 

KC4 - 
Develop 
techniques 
 

To use drawing 
techniques 

- Create a faint 
outline 

- Apply pencil 
techniques to 
create add depth 
and detail 

- Use shading 
techniques to 
add shadows 

Retrieval – what is still life? What did they learn last lesson about the 
process an artist goes through when creating still life? 
 
Model creating an observational drawing using an arrangement 
from last lesson. Talk through the process of observing the objects – 
how close to each other they are, if any overlap – and the lines of the 
objects.  
 
In sketchbooks, create outline in faint pencil, modelling correcting 
errors by re-drawing or rubbing out. Once outline is complete, re-
draw with a darker line and model using shading techniques to add 
depth and detail 
 
After adding depth and detail, model adding shadows, looking 
carefully at where the light falls and the shape of the shadow.  
Children work in stages, straight after adult has modelled each part. 

Photos of arrangements 
Everyday objects in 
classroom 
Drawing pencils 
 
Vocab 
Still life, observational 
drawing, observe, line, 
overlap, outline, faint, 
correcting errors, re-draw, 
dark, shading techniques, 
depth, detail, shadows 

file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Shading%20Warm%20Up.docx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Still%20Life.pptx
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PRINTING – Y2 (7 lessons) 

 

Prior Knowledge  National Curriculum Objectives Covered  End of Unit Assessment 

EYFS: 
To print with different objects e.g. lego, 
wheels, potato shapes, sponges 
To make patterns by printing with objects, 
talking about their patterns 
To make monoprints 
Y1:  
Printing not taught in Y1 
 

To use a range of materials creatively to 
design and make products 
 
To develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space 
 
Be taught about the work of a range of 
artists, craft makers and designers, 
describing the differences and similarities 
between different practices and disciplines, 
and making links to their own work. 
 

Question, discuss and make observations 
about starting points/artists and artworks 
Print by pressing, rolling, rubbing and 
stamping 
Make their own printing blocks and 
experiment with different materials 
Make a one coloured relief print 
Use marbling technique to build up layers of 
colours to make prints of 2 or more colours 
 

 

   

Key Concepts  Links Made 

 

Vocabulary 

KC1 - Experiment and create  
KC4 - Develop techniques 
 

Creating a plan to be followed (Y1 textiles – 
designing and making fabric bookmarks, 
KS1 - English writing) 

Printing, prints, dipping, pressing, explore, 
compare, line, texture, relief print, image, 
carved, tile, ink, brayer, transfer, 
polystyrene, design, develop, marbling, 
technique, effect, experiment, suspended, 
suminagashi, ebru, pattern, manipulate, 
alter, change, plan, inspiration, process, 
combine, reflect  
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Key 
Concept(s)  

Learning 
Intention  

Crucial Knowledge Activities  
  

Resources and Vocab 

PRINTING (7 sessions) 

KC1 - 
Experiment 
and create  
KC4 - 
Develop 
techniques 
 
 

 To explore 
how prints 
are created 

- Talk about 
artists who 
work with 
printing 

- Print by 
dipping an 
object into 
paint and 
pressing onto 
paper 

- Compare prints 
using art 
vocabulary 

Look at PowerPoint about printing – types of printing, artists who work 
with print, how prints are created 
 
Model exploring different ways of printing, by dipping objects in 
paint/covering an object in paint using a brush and pressing onto paper.  
 
Children to explore using objects and talk about the different marks 
they have made: 

- Vegetables (cut shapes using dough cutters) 
- Sponges (cut into different shapes using scissors) 
- Blocks 
- String (either by dragging paint covered string across the paper 

or gluing string onto paper, painting it and pressing down onto 
paper) 

- Leaves 
 
Look at some of the children’s examples and compare the different 
prints – does a leaf print look the same as a block print? How are they 
different? (Refer to texture and line) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Printing PowerPoint 
Vegetables 
Sponges 
Blocks 
Leaves  
String 
Glue 
Poster paint 
Paper 
 
Vocab 
Printing, prints, dipping, 
pressing, explore, 
compare, line, texture 

https://sizemorefam.wordpress.com/2013/03/19/artsy-kids-string-printing/
https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/17899/printmaking-string-art/
https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/17899/printmaking-string-art/
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Printing.pptx
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KC4 - 
Develop 
techniques 
 
 

To develop 
printing 
techniques 

- Explain what a 
relief print is 

- Talk about the 
ways relief 
prints can be 
created 

 

Retrieval – match print types to pictures.  
 
Look at examples of relief prints and discuss how they were created (an 
image carved into a single tile – lino, polystyrene, wood etc. – ink rolled 
on top, paper pressed onto it to transfer the image). 
 
Teach the children how to make a printing tile by using a pencil to draw 
into a polystyrene tile. Remind children that the ink will stick to the 
raised parts and the lines drawn will not have ink, and will not be 
coloured when pressed onto paper. 
 
Children explore relief printing and develop techniques by copying a 
simple design (or creating own) and drawing onto a tile. Roll ink onto 
the tile and press onto paper. Give children tiles cut into smaller pieces 
while practising. 
 

Retrieval – print types 
Relief Prints PowerPoint 
Printing tiles 
Printing ink 
Brayers 
Trays 
Cartridge paper 
Designs to choose from 
 
Vocab 
Relief print, image, 
carved, tile, ink, transfer, 
print, polystyrene, design, 
explore, develop, brayer 

KC1 - 
Experiment 
and create  
KC4 - 
Develop 
techniques 
 
 

To create 
effects with 
ink 

Follow steps to 
create a marbled 
image:  
- Fill tray with 

water 
- Choose colours 
- Drop inks onto 

the surface of 
the water 

- Use marbling 
combs to create 
a pattern 

- Place paper on 
the water 

- Lift off carefully  

Show children images created using a marbling technique e.g. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discuss about how ink was used to create the image and the different 
effects created by marbling. 
 
Children watch video on marbling and experiment with water and inks 
to create their own marbled background. 

Marbling PowerPoint 
Marbling inks 
Water 
Marbling trays 
Marbling combs 
Paper 
Plastic gloves 
 
Vocab 
Marbling, technique, inks, 
effect, experiment, 
suspended, transfer, 
suminagashi, ebru, pattern, 
manipulate, alter, change 

file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Retrieval%20-%20printing%20types.docx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Relief%20Printing.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Tile%20Print%20Ideas.docx
https://youtu.be/brzivep8xgE
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Marbling.pptx
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KC1 - 
Experiment 
and create  
 

To plan an 
artwork 

Design a card by: 
- Choosing 

background 
colours and 
pattern  

- Drawing image 
to be printed 

- Identifying and 
labelling 
techniques and 
materials 
needed 
 

Introduce context – children will use marbling and printing techniques 
to create a design for their Christmas card. Look at ideas for inspiration 
and discuss how they could plan their own e.g. a marbled background 
with simple relief print stuck over it 
 
 

 
 
 
Work through the planning process together – model thinking of a 
design and sketching it out, then children draw their own. Model adding 
labels to show techniques/materials to be used, then children add their 
own. 
 
 
 
 

Inspiration pictures 
Design sheet 
 
Vocab 
Plan, design, artwork, 
marbling, relief print, 
inspiration, process, 
materials, techniques, 
label 

file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Printing%20Design%20Ideas.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Printing%20Design%20Sheet.docx
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KC1 - 
Experiment 
and create  
 

To applying 
marbling 
techniques 

Use marbling 
steps 

Children use their plan from previous session to create their marbled 
background for the card design. Children choose and use the colours 
from the plan and use sticks or marbling combs to create the desired 
swirls/patterns. Take photos of the process for children to stick in their 
sketchbooks and annotate. 

Plans 
Marbling inks 
Water 
Marbling trays 
Marbling combs or sticks 
Paper 
Plastic gloves 
 
Vocab 
Plan, design, artwork, 
marbling, techniques, 
suspended, transfer, 
pattern 
 

KC1 - 
Experiment 
and create  
 

To apply 
printing 
techniques 

- Copy image 
from plan onto 
tile 

- Draw over the 
lines of the 
design using a 
blunt pencil 

- Take care not 
to press 
through the tile 

- Check it 
matches your 
plan 

 
 
 

Children use their plan from previous session to create their printing tile 
for the card design. Children copy their planned design onto a 
polystyrene tile using a blunt pencil 
 

Plans 
Polystyrene tiles 
Blunt pencil 
 
Vocab 
Plan, design, artwork, 
techniques, polystyrene, 
print, relief print 
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KC1 - 
Experiment 
and create  
 

To combine 
techniques  

Create print: 
- Choose colour 

ink 
- Roll out into a 

tray 
- Use brayer to 

apply to 
printing tile 

- Carefully place 
paper over the 
tile and roll 
with a clean 
brayer 

- Lift paper away 
from tile 
 

- Reflect on 
techniques 
used by saying 
what went well 
and what could 
have been 
improved 

 

Children use printing ink to print their design onto a piece of plain 
paper. Once dry, trim and stick onto their marbled background. 
 
Children reflect on the techniques they have learnt and the effect 
created by combining them 
 

Plans 
Printing inks 
Trays 
Brayers 
Paper  
 
Vocab 
Artwork, techniques, 
effect, combine, reflect  
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PAINTING – Y2 (8 lessons) 

 

Prior Knowledge  National Curriculum Objectives Covered  End of Unit Assessment 

EYFS: 
Hold a paint brush and make marks using ready mix 
paint 
Explore colour and how colours can be changed 
Experiment mixing colours and paints 
Select colours for a purpose 
Experiment making marks with paintbrushes 
Make simple observational paintings of objects 
Y1:  
Use thick and thin brushes to make different width 
strokes 
Use ready mixed or powder paints to show ideas 
Paint pictures of what they can see 
Name the primary and secondary colours 
Begin to mix primary colours to make secondary 
colours 
Add white to colours to make tints 
Add black to colours to make tones 

To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop 
and share their ideas, experiences and imagination  
 
To develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 
shape, form and space  
 
Be taught about the work of a range of artists, craft 
makers and designers, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices and 
disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

Mix primary colours to make secondary colours 
Darken and lighten colours without the use of black 
or white 
Mix colour shades, tints and tones 
Use watercolour paint to produce washes for 
backgrounds and then add detail 
Experiment in creating mood and feelings with 
colour 
Use a number of brush techniques using thin and 
thick brushes, to produce shapes, textures, patterns 
and lines 
Begin to control the types of marks made with a 
range of painting techniques e.g. layering, mixing 
media, and adding texture using brush strokes etc 
Adapt their work after discussion 
Be able to talk about the materials, techniques and 
processes they have used, using appropriate 
vocabulary (e.g. knowing the names of the colours 
and tools that they use) 
Be able to create a piece of work in response to 
another artist's work 
 

   

Key Concepts  Links Made 

 

Vocabulary 

KC1 - Experiment and create 
KC2 – Think critically 
KC4 - Develop techniques 
KC5 - Knowledge of artists 
KC7 - Language of arts 

English (reading) – ‘Leaf’ Primary colour, secondary colour, colour wheel, mix, 
create, colour theory, warm colours, cool colours, 
neutral colours, complement, contrast, lighter, 
darker, tints, shades, tones, dominant, colour 
palette, effect, choice, selected, feature, 
watercolours, techniques, wet on wet, lines, resist, 
layering, wash, inspired, transparent, transparency, 
glazing 
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Key 
Concept(s)  

Learning 
Intention  

Crucial 
Knowledge 

Activities  
  

Resources and Vocab 

PAINTING (8 sessions) 

KC7 - 
Language 
of arts 

To understand 
primary and 
secondary 
colours 

- Name 
primary 
colours 

- Name 
secondary 
colours 

- Say which 
primary 
colours are 
mixed to 
create 
green, 
orange and 
purple 

Recap learning from Y1 
Painting – Show the children the colour wheel and introduce children to colour 
theory - where primary colours and secondary colours are positioned and 
why, and how primary colours combine to make secondary colours. Check 
children understand – which colours mix to make green? Point to a secondary 
colour. Which colour is made by mixing yellow and red? etc 
 
Children mix different colours and create own colour wheel; either using 
template or by drawing a one like below: 
 

 
 
Answer colours quiz as a class 
 
 
 
 
 

Paint (primary colours) 
Paintbrushes 
Water pots 
Colour wheel to display 
Colour wheel template 
 
Vocab 
Primary colour, 
secondary colour, 
colour wheel, mix, 
create, colour theory 

https://forms.gle/dy71XnZQvBTeswJ86
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Colour%20Wheel%20(secondary%20colours).jpg
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Blank%20Colour%20Wheel%20(primary%20and%20secondary%20colours).png
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.georgeweil.com/blog/basic-colour-theory/&psig=AOvVaw3sdFe-CBroGIPTxGdXj08P&ust=1594760350778000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPiW5ZWPy-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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KC1 - 
Experiment 
and create 
KC7 - 
Language 
of arts 

To explore 
how colours 
can be 
changed 

- Understand 
warm and 
cool colours 

- Mix tints, 
tones and 
shades of a 
primary 
colour  

- Apply 
knowledge 
of tints, 
tones and 
shades to a 
painting 

Recap the colour wheel from previous session. Introduce children to concept 
of warm and cool colours and how they complement and contrast each other. 
 
Look at a colour chart: 

 
and discuss the warm and cool colours. Are they all the same? (some are 
lighter, some are darker). Recap Y1 learning about how to make them darker 
and lighter (add white/black) and introduce children to the terminology tints 
(made by adding white), shades (made by adding black) and tones (made by 
adding a neutral colour such as grey). 
 
Children apply knowledge of tints, tones and shades using a sheet or directly 
into sketchbook: 

  
 
Check children are using language of colours and shades/tints while working. 
Display posters in room for children to refer back to.  
 
 

Colours PowerPoint 
Tints and shades 
sheets 
Paint (primary colours, 
white, black)  
Paintbrushes 
Water pots 
Palettes 
 
Vocab 
Warm colours, cool 
colours, neutral 
colours, complement, 
contrast, lighter, 
darker, tints, shades, 
tones  

file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Tints%20Tones%20Shades
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Colours.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Tints%20and%20Shades.docx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Tints%20and%20Shades.docx
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KC2 – 
Think 
critically 
KC5 - 
Knowledge 
of artists 
 

To understand 
and talk about 
how artists use 
colour 
effectively  

- Use 
language of 
the arts to 
talk about 
the choices 
an artist 
made: 
dominant, 
colour 
palette, 
warm, cool, 
effect 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Look at the work of artworks that feature a dominant colour palette e.g. 
Monet’s Canale Grande and Santa Maria della Salute  
 

 
Children to discuss their thoughts about the pieces. Ask the children – what 
can you see? How do the colours make you feel? Why has the artist selected 
these colours? Record their thoughts as appropriate and add to floor book. 
 
Children choose artworks that have warm colours or cool colours as the 
dominant palette. Stick in sketchbooks and annotate with colours and 
how/why the artist has used them. 
 
 
 
 

Artists – Colour 
PowerPoint 
Printed copies of art 
works 
 
Vocab 
Dominant, colour 
palette, warm colours, 
cool colours, effect, 
choice, selected, 
feature 
 

file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Artists%20-%20Colours.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Artists%20-%20Colours.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Artworks%20With%20Warm%20and%20Cool%20Colours
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Artworks%20With%20Warm%20and%20Cool%20Colours
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KC4 - 
Develop 
techniques 
 
 

To experiment 
with 
watercolour 
techniques   

Explore ways 
different 
effects can be 
created with 
watercolours 
 
Talk about the 
ways they 
explored 
watercolours 
and the effects 
produced 

Introduce children to watercolours and model the technique of wetting the 
brush, sweeping over the block of colour and mixing (if needed) in the lid of 
the tin.  
 
Read about different ways to use watercolours and practise each one 
together: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paintbrushes 
Water pots 
Watercolour paints 
Salt 
Oil pastels 
Rubbing alcohol 
Watercolour 
techniques sheet 
(printed on cartridge 
paper) 
 
Vocab 
Watercolours, 
techniques, wet on 
wet, lines, resist  

KC4 - 
Develop 
techniques 
KC5 - 
Knowledge 
of artists 

To explore 
how paint can 
be layered to 
create pictures 

Understand 
the term 
‘layering’ and 
explain how 
artists can use 
it 
 
Create a wash 
background 
and add layers 
to it  

Look at the work of artists and discuss how colour has been layered and details 
added. 

 
Painting – Watercolour paints – Teach the children how to artists build layers 
of paint up. Look at Monet’s water colour paintings - children to discuss their 
thoughts about the piece.  
 
Teach the children how to create a wash and build up layers of paint with 
thinner brushes on top to create a final piece, inspired by one of pieces 
studied in the lesson 

Layering Paint 
PowerPoint 
Paintbrushes 
Water pots 
Watercolour paints 
Brushes 
Sketchbooks 
 
Vocab 
Layering, build up 
layers, wash, thinner, 
layers, inspired, 
transparent, 
transparency, glazing 

https://www.deepspacesparkle.com/watercolor-techniques-a-6th-grade-experiment/
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Watercolour%20Techniques.docx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Watercolour%20Techniques.docx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Layering%20Paint.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Layering%20Paint.pptx
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://blog.singulart.com/en/2019/10/18/the-water-lily-pond-of-claude-monet/&psig=AOvVaw265Rh0jUwlFYQRkviZ1P_a&ust=1594760578813000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDonoSQy-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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KC4 - 
Develop 
techniques 
 

To explore 
how detail can 
be added to 
paintings 

Carefully add 
pencil detail to 
the layers of 
watercolour 
paint 
 
Block in colour 
to add detail 
 
Talk about the 
techniques 
they have used 
and why 

Children use pencils to sketch on top of their painting to add detail. Children 
then work on top of their wash and sketch to block in colour and add details, 
using different thicknesses of brushes. 
 

Artwork from previous 
session 
Pencils 
Watercolours 
Brushes 
Paint palettes 
Water 
 
Vocab 
Sketch, pencils, detail, 
block in colour, 
thickness 
 

KC1 - 
Experiment 
and create  
 

To apply 
painting 
techniques 

Talk about the 
different 
techniques an 
artist has used 
 
Make choices 
about which 
materials are 
best when 
creating a 
specific image 
 
Apply 
techniques 
that have been 
taught so far 
 

Look at illustrations from ‘Leaf’ on visualiser and talk about the techniques the 
artist has used. Encourage children to use vocabulary learnt so far (primary 
colours, secondary colours, tints/tones/shades, warm and cool colours, 
layering). 
 

 
 
Children choose their favourite illustration from the book and start work on 
recreating it using pencil and paint techniques learnt. Children can choose 
which paint they would like to use –ready mixed, powder or watercolour. Start 
with creating a wash for the background, then once dry add detail in blocks by 
layering. Use pencils to add details and continue layering the paint. 

‘Leaf’ book 
Paint – 
watercolours/ready 
mix/powder (children’s 
choice) 
Pencils 
Cartridge paper 
Brushes 
Paint palettes 
Water 
 
Vocab 
Illustrations, illustrator, 
artist, techniques, 
primary, secondary, tints 
shades, tones, warm, 
cool, layering, wash, 
background, recreate, 
detail, block 
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KC1 - 
Experiment 
and create  
 

To apply 
painting 
techniques 

 Continue paintings from previous session ‘Leaf’ book 
Paint – 
watercolours/ready 
mix/powder (children’s 
choice) 
Pencils 
Cartridge paper 
Brushes 
Paint palettes 
Water 
 
Vocab 
Illustrations, illustrator, 
artist, techniques, 
primary, secondary, 
tints shades, tones, 
warm, cool, layering, 
wash, background, 
recreate, detail, block 
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SCULPTURE – Y2 (8 lessons) 

 

Prior Knowledge  National Curriculum Objectives Covered  End of Unit Assessment 

EYFS: 

Use tools to change the shape of play dough 
Experiment changing the shape of clay with 
their hands 
Use clay to make simple representations of 
objects or living things 
Use simple tools to add details and manipulate 
clay or dough 
 
Y1:  

Use clay and dough 
Add texture to models using tools 
Manipulate malleable materials in a variety of 
ways including rolling, pinching and kneading.  
Impress and apply simple decoration 
techniques: impressed, painted, applied 

To use a range of materials creatively to design 
and make products  
To use drawing, painting and sculpture to 
develop and share their ideas, experiences and 
imagination  
To develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space  
Be taught about the work of a range of artists, 
craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different 
practices and disciplines, and making links to 
their own work 

Cut, roll and coil clay 
Add lines and shapes to clay work 
Add texture to clay work by adding clay with 
tools  
Be able to talk about the materials, techniques 
and processes they have used, using 
appropriate vocabulary 
Be able to create a piece of work in response to 
another artist's work 
Deliberately choose to use particular 
techniques for a given purpose  
 
 

   

Key Concepts  Links Made 

 

Vocabulary 

KC1 - Experiment and create 
KC2 - Think critically  
KC3 - Reflect 
KC4 - Develop techniques 
KC5 - Knowledge of artists 
 

Art – Y1 and Y2 – colour mixing 
Art – Y1 and Y2 – following a plan 

Sculpture, 3D, three dimensional, process, 
carve, model, cast, construct, tools, clay, join, 
roll, pinch, shape, cut, slip, technique, pinch 
pot, vessel, shaped, round, push, pinch, turn, 
rim, smooth, widen, coil pot 
roll, stack, base, ceramic artists, carving, 
surface, decorate, details, impressing, printing, 
complete, evaluate, inspired, scrunch, section, 
tight, reshape, even, observe, motion, base, 
large scale, sculptors, object, material, 
composition, reaction 
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Key 
Concept(s)  

Learning 
Intention  

Crucial Knowledge Activities  
  

Resources and Vocab 

SCULPTURE (8 sessions) 

KC1 - 
Experiment 
and create 
 

To explore 
different 
ways to 
shape and 
join clay 

Use fingers and hands to 
change the shape of the 
clay: 
Pinch 
Roll  
 
Use tools to: 

- Cut 
- Print 
- Carve 

into clay 
 
Join clay following the 4 
step process: 

1. Score 
2. Slip 
3. Stick 
4. Smooth 

 
 
 

Retrieval – colour mixing quiz 
Use PowerPoint to introduce children to sculpture (three-dimensional 
art made by one of four basic processes: carving, modelling, casting, 
constructing).  
 
Children to experiment shaping clay using tools to roll, pinch, cut, 
print, carve.  
 

Watch video of clay techniques of slip, scoring and blending. Children 
then practise the techniques. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sculpture 
PowerPoint 
Clay video 
Clay 
Clay tools 
Paintbrushes 
Pots 
Water 
Shapes/tools to print 
with 
 
Vocab 
Sculpture, 3D, three 
dimensional, 
process, carve, 
model, cast, 
construct, tools, clay, 
join, roll, pinch, 
shape, cut, slip, 
technique 
 

https://forms.gle/9HFCHJJ3dHcWPnTC6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdtM_G90rhA
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Sculpture.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Sculpture.pptx
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KC4 - 
Develop 
techniques 
 

To 
understand 
different 
ways to 
shape clay – 
pinch pots 
 

Know the steps needed 
to make a pinch pot. 
 
Follow these steps, 
explaining and talking 
about each one 

Look at images of clay pinch pots, and explain how they were created 
from a single piece of clay that has been shaped and decorated.  
 
Look at poster showing the steps for making a pinch pot and follow 
with the children, supporting as needed to make their own pinch pot 
from a ball of clay 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pinch pot poster 
Images of pinch pots 
Clay 
Clay tools 
Boards 
 
Vocab 
Single piece, pinch 
pot, pot, vessel, 
shaped, round, push, 
pinch, turn, rim, 
smooth, widen 

file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Clay%20Pinch%20Pot.jpg
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Pinch%20Pots
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KC4 - 
Develop 
techniques 
 

To 
understand 
different 
ways to 
shape clay – 
coil pots 
 

Know the steps needed 
to make a coil pot. 
 
Follow these steps, 
explaining and talking 
about each one 

Look at images of clay coil pots. Explain how they were created from 
pieces of clay that have been rolled and shaped, then stacked on a 
base (joined by score and slip) 
 
Watch video demonstrating the technique, pausing to clarify and 
explain where needed. Continue to reinforce vocabulary.  
 
Children make a simple coil pot, following the instructions from the 
video. 
 
Extension: look at decoration examples, children choose one and add to 
their pot 
 

 
 
 

Images of coil pots 
Types of coils (for 
extension), 
Clay, 
Clay tools and 
boards, 
Slip 
 
 
Vocab 
pot, coil pot, vessel, 
shape, technique, 
roll, stack, base, 
score and slip, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJQ5FG9o3C0
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Coil%20Pots
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Types%20of%20Coils.jpg
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KC5 - 
Knowledge 
of artists 

To be 
inspired by 
ceramics 
artists 
 

Talk about how artists 
used: 
Techniques 
Colour 
Pattern 
Shapes 
Audience/Purpose 
To make an appealing 
product 
 
 
Design and draw a pot 
by: 
Deciding purpose 
Choosing shape  
Choosing decoration 
(pattern and colour) 
Identifying techniques 
and tools needed 
 

Look at the work of ceramic artists e.g. Grayson Perry 
 

    
 
Children to discuss their thoughts about the pieces. Discuss how they 
decorated their works by carving into the surface to create different 
effects and painting them to complete them. Record their thoughts for 
floor book as appropriate. 
 
Introduce task to children – to design and create their own ceramic 
work (a pot).  
 
Children to create a design in their sketch book of what shape it will be 
and label how they will decorate their pot, planning how they will add 
details to the surface of their clay pot by impressing, carving or 
printing into it. 
 

Ceramic artists 
PowerPoint 
Sketchbooks 
 
Vocab 
Ceramic artists, 
decorate, work, 
carving, surface, 
effects, design, 
decorate, details, 
impressing, printing 

file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Artists%20-%20Ceramics.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Artists%20-%20Ceramics.pptx
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KC4 - 
Develop 
techniques 

To use clay 
techniques 

Use pinch pot, coil pot, 
joining SCs 

Children use their design from the previous lesson to create a pot out 
of clay, thinking carefully about the shape and any 
carving/printing/impressing they will need to do before it is dried.  
 
Remind children to refer back to their plans and think about how they 
want their pot to look when finished.  

Designs 
Clay 
Clay tools 
Boards 
 
Vocab 
Ceramics, clay, pot, 
technique, shape, 
carve, print, impress, 
refer back, plan, 
design, create 
 

KC4 - 
Develop 
techniques 

To decorate 
a clay pot 

Colour mixing: 
Mix the secondary or 
tertiary colour you need 
Create the tints or shades 
you need 
 
Block or layer your 
colours 

Children use their design to paint the clay pot from the previous 
session. 
 
Draw on prior learning about colour mixing and painting techniques 
(e.g. layering) to complete their piece. 
 
Children evaluate their pots against their plans – what went well? What 
did they find difficult? What would they do differently if they made 
another pot? 
 
Critique each others’ (pairs/groups) – what do they like? Why? How 
could it be made even better? 

Dried pots 
Paints 
Brushes 
 
Vocab 
Ceramics, clay, pot, 
technique, plan, 
design, create, 
decorate, finish, 
complete, evaluate, 
colour mixing, 
painting techniques 

KC2 - Think 
critically 
KC5 - 
Knowledge 
of artists 

To use 
techniques 
to shape 
materials 
 

Follow the steps in the 
video 
 
Apply techniques from 
clay (pinch, roll, cut) to  
foil 

Introduce children to the work of Alberto Giacometti. Compare his 
sculptures to the ceramic works of artists studied earlier – what is the 
same? What is different? Which do you prefer? Why? Make notes and 
add to floor book. 
 

Aluminium foil 
(12inchx16inch piece 
of each child)  
Rulers 
Scissors 
Sharpies/board pens 
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Follow steps to create Giacometti inspired aluminium foil sculptures: 

 

Piece of card for a 
base 
Glue 
Giacometti 
PowerPoint 
Foil sculptures video 
 
Vocab 
Sculpture, prefer, 
inspired, scrunch, 
section, tight, 
reshape, even, 
observe, motion, 
base 

KC2 - Think 
critically 
KC3 - Reflect 
 

To talk 
about the 
work of 
large scale 
sculptors 

Talk and write about the 
sculptor’s use of: 
Techniques 
Colour 
Pattern 
Shapes 

Look at work of large scale sculptors e.g. Barbara Hepworth, Henry 
Moore, Louise Bourgeois, Claes Oldenburg, Anthony Gormley 
 
Ask questions e.g.  

¶ What sort of object is this?  

¶ What do you see in this sculpture?  

Large scale sculptors 
PowerPoint 
Copies of pictures of 
sculptures 
Sketchbooks 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqbbsghDFf0
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Alberto%20Giacometti%20Powerpoint.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Alberto%20Giacometti%20Powerpoint.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Artists%20-%20Large%20Scale%20Sculptures.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Artists%20-%20Large%20Scale%20Sculptures.pptx
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Large%20Scale%20Sculptures
file://///Kpi-fs01/staff/Curriculum/2022-2023/Art/Resources/Y2/Large%20Scale%20Sculptures
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and 
the audience/purpose 
How it makes you feel 
 

¶ What else do you see? 

¶ What material(s) do you think it is made of? 

¶ What do you think is happening in this composition?  Why? 

¶ How are these sculptures similar or dissimilar? 
¶ What was your first reaction to this artwork?  
¶ How would you describe this artwork to someone who has 

never seen it? 

¶ How do you think this artwork was made? 

¶ Why do you think this artist created this work? 
 
Children choose copies of the sculptures to stick in sketchbooks and 
annotate with their thoughts/feelings and facts about the 
artwork/artist 
 

Vocab 
Large scale, 
sculptures, sculptors, 
object, see, material, 
composition, 
describe, similar, 
dissimilar, reaction 

KC2 - Think critically 
KC3 - Reflect 
KC5 - Knowledge of 
artists 

 During the term - visit to Hepworth Museum or Yorkshire Sculpture 
Park 

 

 
 
 

KC1 Experiment and create Children will experiment, invent and create their own art. 

KC2 Think critically Children will think critically about art and design and artists. 

KC3 Reflect Children will reflect on how art and design shaped culture 

KC4 Develop techniques Children will be proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art. 

KC5 Knowledge of artists Children will form knowledge of artists, their styles and techniques. 

KC5 Language of arts Children will use the language of art, crafts and design. 

 
The language of arts will be interwoven throughout every session. Children will be encouraged to reflect continually about the work of artists 
and about their own work. 


